
MR. W. B. JACKLIBG, SEATTLX, WASH., 

AUGUST 9, 1895. 

(Interviewed by R icha rd  Rathbun) . 
Q. This  is w - h a t  we want; the charac te r  of  

the f i s h i n g  a t  Poin t  Roberts and the  kind o f  

f i s h  they take and w h a t  they do w i t h  them. 

A. Well, I s t a r t e d  i n  b y  saying that I w a s  

prejudiced aga ins t  trap f i sh ing ;  m y  reason f o r  

being prejudiced is the  number o f  f i sh  they are 

destroying. I claim f o r  every ton o f  salmon 

t h a t  is caught and canned that there  is a t  l e a s t  

a ton o r  ton and a half o f  o the r  food f i s h e s  

destroyed. 

Q. well,  now, what a r e  those ocher f i sh?  

A. They a r e  herr ing,  shad, t rou t ,  ha l ibu t ,  

cod, sturgeon, smelt, and flounders,  t h a t  I 

not iced p a r t i c u l a r l y .  And a l s o  salmon destroy- 

ed -- the white ones -- t h a t  is white meated 

salmon, because they rill catah these l a r g e  

spring salmon, and probably one-half o f  t he  

spring salmon o r  over w i l l  be the  White rneated 

ones, and those salmon the Company are unable 

t o  Sell, and hence rill be thrown away. 
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Q. Mow, do they f ind  a s  large a proport ion 

o f  t he  white salmon i n  the sp r ing  as t h a t ?  

A. Yes; i t  seems t o  me, during the  month 

I was there ,  i n  the month o f  'June, up t o  the 7 t h  

of  July, the catc!i o f  spring salmon, -- there  was 

a cont inua l  ca tch  o f  the  l a r g e  sp r ing  salmon, 

and j u s t  about July, i n  the f irst  o f  t h e  month, 

the eockege salmon begin t o  come i n  i n  small 

numbers, but the  ca tch  o f  sp r ing  salmon a8 they 

come, the  propor t ion  o f  ?vhite and red w i l l  be 

about equal, or perhaps a few more white salmon 

- 

than red, but 

f ind  out  from 

was the  cause 

i t  w a s  about equal. I t r i e d  to  

Kirby and from d i f f e r e n t  ones w h a t  

of it; i f  it  was a male o r  female 

salmon, but they  d id  not seem t o  know, or d i d  

not  care  t o  t e l l .  

Q. I WRS l abo r ing  under the impression 

that t he  white spring salmon run more i n  the  

fall.  We t a lked  w i t h  severa l  cannerymen on 

that question, and they  seemed t o  think t h a t  

the  white salmon ought t o  be used by the  can- 

neries, and thought they would r e a d i l y  f ind a 

sale for  them if they would pack them and l a b e l  

t h e m  p l a i n ;  would sell them a t  a l o n e r  price ,  
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i f  need be, and get a s p e c i a l  market for them. 

we ta lked w i t h  s eve ra l  cannerymen down through 

tha t  region and on Puy;et Sound, and they were 

inc l ined  t o  think t h a t  8 t rade  could be worked 

UP 

A. The white salmon is  a food f i s h .  It 

is a superior f i s h  t o  the sockeye salmon a8 a 

food f i s h ;  t h a t  is, I have never seen them 

canned and dont know anything about them that 

way, but t o  use b o t h  f i s h  t o  cook, the white 

spr ing  salmon and the  sockeye salmon, any person 

I have ever  seen w l i l l  p r e f e r  the white spring 

salmon- 

Q. I understand that the only d i f fe rence  

i n  the c a n i n g  of the f i s h ,  the onl:r ob jec t ion  

made by the  people buying those f i s h  is the  

color .  

A. Yes; i t  is not the  flavor, but the 

color.  O f  course the sockeye salmon is a 

magnificent looking salmon when i t  is canned, 

and the  o t h e r  salmon t o  compare them canned 

a r e  not n i c e  looking. 

Q. Cer ta in ly  the sp r ing  salmon i s  super ior  

t o  the  sockeye. 

A. Oh, undoutbedly; I dont think there  if3 
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any doubt i n  anybody's mind about that. 

Q. And that  shows w h a t  e f f e c t  co lo r  has i n  

such mat te rs ;  they can s e l l  an i n f e r i o r  f i s h  

because i t  has a b r igh te r  color .  
. 

A. Yes; they s i m p l y  s e l l  the co lor ;  dont 

s e l l  the f i s h ,  but the color .  

Q. H a d  they berun t o  work a t  Point  Roberts 

e a r l y  i n  June? 

A. They had t h a t  cannery a t  Poin t  Roberts 

working, and I judge they canned the  r ed  sp r ing  

salmon - -  commenced & o u t  the 1 5 t h  o f  June; the 

first l o t  o f  sp r ing  salmon that appeared and. 

were brought i n  was caught on the  west s i d e  . 

t r a p ,  and t he  first ca t ch  w a s  200 sp r ing  salmon 

and a f e r  steelheader anc! a f e r  sockeyes, one o r  

two; and o u t  o f  tha t  200 sp r ing  salmon I think 

the re  was 50 o r  60 tha t  were thrown away, and 

probably 3 tons o f  o the r  f i sh .  Of course 

i t  would be hard t o  est imate  exac t ly ,  but 

I should judge about 3 tons of o t h e r  fish. A 

g r e a t  number o f  the l a r g e s t  he r r ing  I have ever 

seen. 1 w a s  80 i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  mat te r  that 

f r e n t  i n t o  the  scow where they  had capsized the 

boat and picked up 2 buckets full of her r ing  

. waJ&hing from 1 s / Z  t o  2 l b s .  each. They 
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dumped a l l  the f i sh  i n  the scow regard less  o f  

the kind, except t he  dog f i sh ,  which they 

immediately co l l ec t ed  and threw away, but all 

t he  r e s t  they dumped i n  the  scow. The ha l ibu t  

they took gaffs and pu l l ed  them i n  t h e  scow, and 

the  larger f i sh  the same rap. They throw them 

i n  the  scow t o  ge t  r i d  o f  them and when they 

come around they gradually p i c k  them out  and 

throw the h a l i b u t  and those overboard, and w h m  

they reach  the cannery they take the he r r ing  

out  and dump the o t h e r  f i s h  overboard. They 

have the  l i n g  cod, and then they have another 

f i sh  they c a l l  the t r u e  cod. Of course I was 

confused about the names. 

Q. D i d  they ca t ch  many shad? 

A. Well, I should judge they caught a t  

one time about 100 shad; I saw about t h a t  number 

i n  t he  scow f r o m  one haul  They c a z h t  qui te  

a number of t r o u t .  

Q. You mean brook t rou t?  

A. Well; they a a l l e d  them t r o u t ;  they rere 

probably from 6 t o  12 inches long. 

Q. Do you think it would be poss ib l e  for 

them t o  take  the aalmon out  fran the  o t h e r  fish 

readily? 
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A. Well, i t  would be poss ib le ,  but i t  

would e n t a i l  an  expense o n  t h e m  o f  course. 

Q. How much expense? 

A. Well, t h a t  I dont know. I t  would i n  

tak ing  the salmon from the boa t .  I understand 

the Company people t o  empty a boat i n  an  hour, 

and i t  would take them 3 hours i f ,  ins tead  of 

j u s t  removing the salmon, they had t o  reriove 

the o t h e r  f i sh .  

Q. I t  would probably not increase the 

expense 3 times, because the men a r e  employed 

anyway. 

A. , Y e s ;  but they would have t o  have mom 

men t o  g e t  around t o  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t  traps. 

e. How, d id  the  salmon as soc ia t e  w i t h  the 

o the r  f i s h  i n  the traps when they were hauling 

them up, d i d  the salmon keep to  the surface? 

A. Y e s ,  the  salmon would keep t o  t h e  

sur face  as much a6 possible .  

f ish were cont inua l ly  c i r c l i n g  around, and they 

dont seem t o  bother about the o the r  f i s h  w i t h  

them. I remember one trap they hauled up, 

t he re  vas 3 sharks, one was 13 feet long, and 

the shark and the salmon were sufming around 

D i d  you no t i ce  t h e  

there s ide  by side, and a halibut along ahead o f  
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t he  ehark, and they seemed t o  have no f e a r  of 

one mothe r .  They seemed t o  be p e r f e c t l y  

s a t i s f i e d  and the only d e s i r e  was t o  get free,  

and 1 presume then there  wou ld .  have been qu i t e  

a scur ry ing  a m n z  the  d i f f e r e n t  f i s h .  

Q. The quest ion is whether tha t  ne t  cannot 

be l i f t e d  i n  some nay a s  t o  separa te  the  f i sh .  

Now, i n  Lake o f  t he  Woods, which  is  t?ie biggest 

sturgeon fisher;. in t he  world,  and where they 

have about 2500 pound n e t s  and are catching f r o m  

one over a ton o f  dressed sturgeon t o  a l i f t .  

I went ou t  w i t h  them i n  the boats  and saw them 

handling them. The n e t  is l i f t e d ;  they dont 

dump the f i s h  in to  the boat, but @ff them in,  

and the  ne t  i s  l i f t e d  i n  the ordinary r a y ;  then 

they ga f f  the sturgeon in to  the boat and the  

remainder of  the f i s h  which t h e y  dont want they 

t u r n  r i g h t  out -- jus: t u r n  the btmt o f  the net 

over the  side of the net .  There, of  course, 

t he re  is no t i d e ,  t h e  upper rim o f  t h e  net  is 

just above the water and they can do it. Here, 

of course, they l i f t  a t  low water, do they? 

A. Yes; they l i f t  a t  any stage, but they 

t r y  t o  get around a t  high water and a t  half 

t ide ,  and they t e e  a 8cox and run  r i g h t  i n t o  
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t h i s  pot. I guess they a r e  8 ton scows, and 

t h e y  run them r i g h t  i n t o  the p o t ,  and they 

gather  the net  on the  s i d e  azld ca r ry  i t  over 

and when they ge t  ready they l i f t  the  whole 

th ing  and dump the whole business in to  t h a t  

scow- I asked Mr. K i r b y  why i t  m u l d  be h- 

poss ib l e  t o  take and have another bot tom for 

t h a t  po t  with meshes l a r g e r  ye t  -- have the mesh- 

es l a r g e  enough t o  hold salmon and a t  the sane 

t h e  allow these small f i s h  t o  escape. "Oh," 

he says, " i t  dont make any d i f fe rence  about 

those l i t t l e  f i s h ;  w e  dont ca t ch  but a few o f  

them". Well, I was annoyed t o  see the number 

o f  he r r ing  and smelt ,  and af terwards I saw t k r e  

vas a number o f  o the r  f i s h  t h a t  could not 

poss ib ly  escape. 

Q. In  tak ing  salmon, coulci they take the 

ealmon out without k i l l i n g  the  smaller  f i s h ,  

r h i c h ' a r e  more d e l i c a t e ?  

A. I think they could, even with a dip net .  

Q. Could they dip the salmon ou t  w i t h  a 

d ip  nett 

A. oh, gee; 1 dont know whether you c a l l  

i t  a d ip  net, but t he re  is a l i n e  on each end 

and it  is deeper in the center, and they drop 
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t ha t  ne t  down and l i f t  i t  up and dump i t  in to  

the  scow, and they keep on t h a t  way unt i l  a l l  

the  salmon a r e  removed, and i t  seems e a s i e r  f o r  

them to  drop the n e t  than t o  du-rp them, and t h a t  

is a l l  the reason I cou ld  see f o r  destroying the  

s m a l l  fish. The dip ne t  is probably about 6 

f e e t  Wide and about 9 f e e t  long:. They c a t c h  

q u i t e  a number o f  sturgeon there  -- q u i t e  a 

number o f  tons o f  s turgeon -- and s e l l  them t o  

Wright. h'e had a l i t t l e  p lace  about a s  l a r g e  

as t h i s  room wi th  4 p i l e s  dr iven i n  and a n e t  

ins ide  o f  t h a t ,  and he rill take the s turgeon 

a l i v e  and dump them i n  there  and then haul them 

over by wagon t o  the  Canada s i d e  and sh ip  them 

t o  New York. A t  first he would not  take a 

sturgeon t h a t  was l e s s  than 8 f e e t  long, but 

f i n a l l y  he took sturgeon not l e s s  than  6 f e e t  

long; and then they had t o  be a l l  a l i v e .  I 

gueas Mr. Kirby had the  p r i v i l e g e  of s e l l i n g  

these aturgeon for himself,  and Wright refused 

t o  take them unless they were brought a l i v e ,  and 

i t  is q u i t e  a hard t h i n g  t o  keep a sturgeon 10 or 

12 feet long i n  a emall p l ace  w i t h  o the r  f i s h  

and keep them al ive ,  80  they would gaff them and 
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br ing them up dead, and i n  a few hours they 

would become use l e s s  and then they would throw 

them overboard. 

Q. D i d  Mr. Wright make cav ia r  a t  all? ' 

A.  I think not. I a m  s a t i s f i e d  that he 

d i d  not. He d id  not make caviar  I know 0 

pos  i t  ive ly  . 
Q. That is the  g r e a t e s t  value o f  the  

sturgeon. 

A. Yes; M r .  K i r b y  is a l ake  fisfe m a n  and 

he was explaining t o  me the r a y  they made 

caviar  and the t rouble  it  was, and how valuable 

i t  was a f t e r  i t  wa&ade. I t  i s  an outrage i n  

my estimation. Now, I am speaking from m y  own 11 

po in t  of' view, and i t  i s  an outrage whe3 people 

engage i n  any business ,  no matter  what i t  i s  -- 
why, how quickly people woul6. became w i l d  i f  a 

ranchman had a drove o f  c a t t l e  and would dr ive  

them in and there w a s  a hundred head of  horses 

among them and a hundred head o f  sheep and 8 

hundred head o f  deer ,  and would k i l l  the beef 

c a t t l e  and throw the  horses,  sheep and deer 

overboard and say, 1 dont r a n t  those, I want 

the beef c a t t l e .  Of cuurse, a s  I say,  I am 
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prejudiced a s i n s t  t r a p  f i sh ing ;  I think it is 

wrong i n  t!le f irst  p lace ;  1 thin!,: i t  would be 

b e t t e r  -- I rill t e l l  you the t r u t h  about my view 

o f  i t .  I think i t  would be b e t t e r  f o r  a 

number o f  m e n  w i t h  ne t s  t o  c a t c h  those f i s h  a t  

Poin t  Roberts than i t  would be for a company w i t h  

8 o r  10 t r a p s  t o  catch them w i t h  40 m e n .  That 

is  the reason I came t o  think about i t  i n  the 

f i rs t  p lace-  I thought t h a t  there  was some- 

t h i n g  r a d i c a l l y  wrong i f  a man cou ld  bu i ld  a 

t r a p  out there  i n  the water a t  a cos t  o f  $5,000 

and do the same next  gear ;  they must make a 

tremendous amount of  money t o  be a b l e  t o  do t h a t  

and I thought if there  was 50 o r  60 men here 

w i t h  ne t s ,  there  m u s t  be a l i v i n g  for those men 

and when r e  began t o  go around the  t r aps  i n  

the  boat,  and I saw t h i s  number of  men, and 

the  l a r g e  he r r ing  they were catching, 1 want* 

the cap ta in  o f  the Sterrart and I says,  'Harry, 

what do you s a y  if we go t o  Drysdale and buy 

tht38e f i s h  and sh ip  them t o  S e a t t l e  and d i f -  

f e r e n t  places?a I says, i t  is a shame t o  

see them l o s t ,  and I says ,  we can do b e t t e r  than 

working on t h i s  boat, and we apoke t o  Mr, Kirby 

about i t ,  and t he re  was very l i t t l e  said about 
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i t ,  and he  s a i d ,  these he r r ing  only l a s t  a 

l i t t l e  while, but, I says, t he re  a r e  tons o f  

f i s h  thrown away while i t  l a s t s ,  and I sa id ,  

even thou@ i t  does not, I w i l l  take the f i s h  

while i t  does las t ,  but they dont seem t o  want 

any fish shipped away from there  o f  t h a t  kind. 

Q. When do the h e r r i n g  run there? 

A. Well, that was d o n g  t h e  middle o f  June. 

Q. Do they run i n  J u l y  a t  a l l ?  

A. Very few o f  themrun in Ju ly .  I was 

o n l y  t he re  u n t i l  the 7 t h  of  July, but the trzp I 

saw l i f t e d  l a s t  was about the 5 th  o f  July,  and 

the re  was q u i t e  a few he r r ing  then, and t he  

shad seemed t o  be Tet t ing  there .  I n  J u l y  I 

s a 1  the most shad, and they were magnificent 

fish, but they were thrown away, o n l y  a few 

being taken out  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t i e s  wkD wished 

them. Young M r .  W a d h a m s ,  o f  Stapfxhxm Semfahnoo 

he happened t o  be the re  and took 8 o r  10, but a 

fer were herr ing,  and p u t  them on a s t r i n g  for 

Yr. Dryedale, w i t h  some t r o u t ,  and the  rest 

were thrown away. 1Br. Wadhams has a son fors- 

man of  a cannery a t  Semiahmoo, and a l s o  a son 

foreman a t  the Point Roberts cannery. 
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- 
Q. mat is the  s i z e  o f  the mesh, do you 

remember, In  the  po t s?  

A. No, I dont remember, but i t  appeared 

extrernely small t o  me. I d i d  inqui re  the size 

of i t ,  and they to ld  m e  ' that  i t  was something 

l i k e  3 inches, and I sa id ,  my gracious! any kind 

of a f i s h  can go out  throuch a 3 inch mesh, And 

Mr. Yright explained t o  me t h a t  they take the 

mesh and s t r e t c h  i t  o u t  and p u l l  i t  together ,  so 

ins tead  of being a square mesh o f  3 inches i t  

would be l e s s  than 3/4 of  an  i n c h  each wag I 

Should lfiudge. 

Q. Now, the  quest ion o f  whether a mesh 

could be too  l a r g e  is a very perplexing one. 

we have been f i s h i n s  pound ne t s  ourselves  on 

Lake E r i e  t o  t r y  that matter .  The mesh used 

there  is 2 l /4 and we increased it .  We had 3 

s i z e s ;  3, 3 l/4 and 3 1 / 2  inches, and we made a 

miserable  f a i l u r e  o f  i t  because r e  g i l l e d  all 

the f ish.  'lle t r i e d  t h e  experiment thinking re 

ceuld show them that they could use a large* 

mesh, but i t  was a w f u l l y  des t ruc t ive .  

A. Do you understand, t he  s&?e as I do,  a 

3 inch mesh; they p u l l  the  mesh out  a t  the  
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corners  and make i t  3 inches long, extended. I 

thought when they t o l d  me i t  was a 3 inch meah 

t h a t  i t  vas 3 inches square. I had an idea 

t h a t  a simp18 remedy f o r  that  wolfid be t o  make 

that  m e s h  1 . r g e r  and l e t  all the s a l 1  fish go 

through the mesh, and just save the b i g  ones. 

Q. Would not the s m e l t  go throuzh that 

mesh? 

A. Well, they d id  not  seem t o ;  they 

seemed t o  be caught there  i n  q u i t e  numbers. And 

of  course the he r r ing  I spoke ahout were t he  

l a r g e r  he r r ing ;  you can  t e l l  t h a t  a 1 1/2 l b .  

he r r ing  would be 8 o r  10 inches long and quite 

deep through the  body, and i t  seemed t o  be able 

t o  go through the mesh, but i t  dont go through. 

Q. On the  lakes the  f i s h  w i l l  not go 

through the mesh u n t i l  they begin t o  l i f t  them, 

and then they m a k e  a d a r t  and become entangled, 

but there  the  f i s h  see the  obs t ruc t ion  and just  

c i r c l e  around lookine; f o r  a b i g  outlet ,  but . 

whbn you begin t o  l i f t  the ne t ,  then they rush 

t o  the o t h e r  s ide  ri ' thout looking t o  see where 

they are going. 

A. I n  speaking of  dog f ish,  they are a 

f ish that 1 man naturally desires t o  k i l l  just 
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a s  you would k i l l  a whale. If you hook a dog 

f i s h  i n  the water you would k i l l  i t  just the 

same a s  you would k i l l  a whale. Those f i s h  

a r e  valuable t o  some exten t ,  and I s a w  them 

ca tch  3,000 dog f i s h  and take them up and throw 

then away, and I understood they caught between 

3,000 and 4,000. And t he re  was sone I t a l i a n  

fishermen the re  i n  s loops  and they asked f o r  

those f i s h ;  that  they would take them out  o f  

the boat anri empty them i n t o  t h e i r  sloop and use 

the  l i v e r s  f o r  o i l ,  and K i r b y  said . a l l  r i g h t ,  

. and those fishermen took the dog f i s h  out o f  the 

scow and loaded their sloop down; they were 

just  under 5 tons,  t o  c l e a r  the law; and they 

f i l l e d  b o t h  of  the sloops, so that  the men had 

t o  p u l l  them along caref l r l ly  t o  ge t  them around ' 

the sand s p i t  so they could take the  l i v e r s  ou t .  

How, that first lot o f  dog f i s h  were thrown 

away. That is why I base my opinion -- and i t  

ras-sLfinlp$y from observation -- t h a t  a t  least a 

ton o r  ton  and a ha l f  of  f i s h  were destroyed f o r  

every ton o f  f ish that were p u t  up;  for every 

ton of salmon that are canned there  was a t o n  

and a half  of food f i s h  destroyed, besides 

.Sh@a, dog fish, and Such .thing8 as that. 
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Q. N o r ,  the  o n l y  trap ne t  that I saw come 

up on the  shore was the  one at the cannery; is 

t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. That is t he  only one I guess there  is 

goes up on the shore. There is high water 

beyond there ,  and open water, but the open 

space is very  shor t .  

Q. The:. had t he  net  pu t  up t o  hizh water 

mark? 

A. Well, when I w a s  there  they d i d  not do 

t h a t ,  and 1 sa id  then, there  is sane chance f o r  

1 o r  2 f i s h  t o  ge t  away; and he says,  yes, 

behind a l l  these t r aps  there  is  an open space, 

and t h i s  is the nea res t  one in. 

Q. ‘hey had a loose  net  a t tached  t o  the 

inner  end and i t  r a n  up on t h e  beach t o  high 

water mark, and i t  shJt o f f  everythin&. 

A. I spoke o f  t h a t  ne t  on the  west side, 

and i t  appeared t o  m e  t o  be about a t  l e a s t  100 

yards thqt was open behind i t ,  and 1 said, well ,  

you dont c lose  i n  behind that; azd K i r b y  says, 

oh, no, we l eave  that  open; re o n l y  ca tch  a b a t  

one f i s h  i n  ever7 thousand t h a t  c m e s  along 

here. 1 asked Ilr. Kirby so many qubstions that 

1-guesr, he was s ~ o y e d  and d id  not like t o  
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answer the questions.  Of course, Mr. X i r b r  

claims -- and a t  first I thought h e was perfscfly 

r i g h t  - tm't the s a l t  water i s  the  p lace  t o  ca tch  

salmon; t h i s  idea o f  going up the r i v e r ,  and 

you cm bui ld  a net a c r o s s  the r i v e r  and catch 

them a l l ;  'and then we went on t o  speak o f  a man 

on the Fraser  River, and he says every Saturday 

morning u n t i l  Sundal night  a t  6 o'clock they 

a r e  not allowed t o  f i sh ,  and he s a i d  this o l d  

cannerymari would s tar t  out Sunday afternoon, and 

he had been on  the r i v e r  so long he  c o u l d  gmagr 
gauge 

the g a i t  o f  the  f i s h  up the r i v e r ,  and Sunday 

af ternoon he would take h i s  tug boat and get  

ready and take the  boats  up the r i v e r  about 3 

o'clock i n  the af ternoon and g e t  i n  a p o s i t i o n  

where he slpposed the salmon ha a t r ived ,  and 

would wait ,  and j u s t  a t  6 O'clock would drop 

h i s  nets and d r i f t  down the  r i v e r  and capture 

CJ 

a l l  the f i s h  t h a t  had gone up. 

Q. Well, that is t r u e  t o  some extent .  But 

a large share of the f i s h  that a r e  taken a t  the 

Fraser River are taken in  salt water outs ide the 

mouth o f  the river. W i t h  6111 n e t s  you cannot 

f i eh  f o r  salmon i n  clear water, and cm o n l y  

fish where the tide r a t e r  comes down, and it 
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d i s c o l o r s  the water ou ts ide  here half  way t o  

Vancouver Island, and south beyond the Soundary 

l i n e .  04 course they o n l y  fish t o  tile 

boundary l i n e .  And the? can fish north t o  

Burrard I n l e t  and sometimes a s  f a r  as tile mouth 

o f  Howe Sound; but I w a s  surpr i sed  t o  see the 

ex ten t  t o  :v!lich t h a t  f i shery  was ca r r i ed  on i n  

the  s a l t  water ou ts ide  the r i v e r .  Nearly all 

the  f i s h i n 3  done i n  tile r i v e r  was done below 

Westminster; the amount, taken aboTre i s  very 

l i t t l e .  How, one remedy, o f  course, s o  f a r  a s  

the salmon is concerned, i s  t o  obli-e t!iemto 

have a space between all the pots, and not t o  

allow them t o  r in a continuous str i n s  of 3 p o t s ,  

as they do there  f rom the silore out a mile. 

A. I thi& they exterlc! f a r t h e r  than t h a t ,  

dont they? 

Q. I t  is not  q u i t e  a mile  according t o  

the  survey. I got i t  from Carr? & McCord, who 

are  working for the Indians there .  And t h a t  

thing is entered in the cour t  here w i t h  Judge 

Hanford, and i t  is a l i t t l e  less than a mile. 

A. I t  looked extremely long t o  me, I know. 

I used t o  think t o  myself i f  these people muld 

hire a tremendous tu@ boat t o  go alonc here and 
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sweep t h i s  whole th ing  o f f  what a grand thin;: 

i t  woul5 be. R e  d i s t ance  f r o m  the :.and t o  

the  outs ide  o f  Wright 's  ne t  is about 1 1/4 m i l e  

according t o  Mr. K i r b y .  

Q. This survey d i d  not take i n  t h e  outer  

s i d e  o f  Po in t  Roberts, and i t  Tas said the  d is -  

tance was 1 1/4 but,  o f  course, there is  a 

space between the ne t s  and the  shore.  

A. I know No. 16, w h i c h  is up near the 

boundary l i n e ,  and it  is q u i t e  a d i s t ance  Gut 

f rom the shor.e,and there  is  nothing between 

it and the  shore. They have discovered the 

route  the salmon take; the salmon go i n  up 

around that po in t  and then out,  and they dont 

s k i r t  through there  because the re  is  shallow 

water there ,  and they keep away from t h a t  

shallow water t o  a c e r t a i n  extent .  

e. Now, there  are 2 ne t s  i n  Boundar;r Ba$ 

in Canadian waters which  belong t o  the Anglo- 

B r i t i s h  Columbia Cornpan;., and we understood 

that  those n e t s  took nothing las t  year, and they 

had taken nothin? this  year up t o  the time we 

vere there ,  butwe understood they had taken 

some f iah after had l e f t ,  and that  would 

rather indicate that the f i s h  scarcely r e n t  LQ 
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in to  the S h a l l O W  r a t e r  t he re ;  they begin t o  

turn outwards. 

A. The p r a c t i c a l  f i s h e m e n  t e l l  me there  

is e po in t  a t  the end o f  Bounc!ary Bay, and they 

explained t o  me that the f i s h  went i n  there  and 

s t ruck out and made a c i r c l e  out and came t o  

where a man b y  the m e  o f  Pike was bui ld ing  

and he claimed t h a t  they came just outs ide  h9s 

net  2nd then came up a lonc  and s t ruck  Good- 

fe l low's  ne t ,  and then s t ruck along here,  and 

then took across  f o r  the  hich groune of  Poin t  

Roberts and then out again,  and a s  they carre 

past the  P o i n t  of course these t r a r s  along here  

Caught them. That is w h a t  a fishermar- t o l d  me, 

and he was an old fellow around there ,  and said 

he had fo l lowed  them f o r  20 years,  and claimed 

t o  know something about them. I saw they were 

d r i v i n g  the p i l e s  i n  there ,  and I had an idea 

it  muld be a splendid p l ace  for a t r a p ,  but he 

s a i d ,  no, they would not catch an;r f i s h  up there  

a8 the f i s h  d id  not go there  without there  was 

a very g r e a t  run. I used t o  inquire  a l l  along 

what f i s h  they w e r e  catching, and that  i t 3  how 

f camgto find out about the nuuber o'f f i sh  

they caught in one day there.  1 was speaking 
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t o  a r e p o r t e r  0.f a paper up there ,  and happened 

t o  inqui re  b y  the w a y  what number o f  f i s h  the 

A. P .  A. caught i n  t h e i r  traps there.  1 had 

an idea that no f i s h  would escaFe. W e l l ,  he 

s a y s ,  1 dont think any o f  them escaFe l a t e l y .  

I was over there ,  and Mr. Kirby claims they 

caught i n  one d a y  50,000. That 78s between 

the  23rd of J u l y  and the 1st o f  August. 

8.  D i d  he mean i n  the one b i g  n e t  there? 

A. Well, I dont knov whe3her he meent i n  

one net .  I spoke ibout  the west sicie trap. 

I was the re  when they b u i l t  t h a t  t rap ,  and i t  

seemed t o  me t o  be r l aced  in  a y o s i t  ion t h a t  

w o u l d  catch everything that  cam a: ng, a8 t.b 

f i s h  would  n a t u r a l l y  follow t h a t  line in  moving 

around that po in t ,  and I sroke about that trap, 

and I think he t o l d  me that  trap took 17,000 

f i s h  a t  one haul. 

Q. You a r e  t a l k i n g  about t he  t r a p  o f f  the 

l i g h t  house reeerve? 

A. Yes, sir; r i g h t  at the poin t ;  No. 12 a s  

they c a l l  i t .  He said they loaded a11 the 

scows t h e y  had around t he re  and then had t o  

send f o r  more scors;  17,000 f i s h  at  one h a 1  is 

a tremendous haul. 
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&. m a t  do they do a i t h  those f i s h ;  they 

cou ld  not can them? 

A. Well, when they ge t  more than  they can 

can, jus t  a t  the outer  end of the p o t  they have 

what they c a l l  a spiller, and the:; t m n  them i n  

there  and keep them there ,  and then  as the 

cannery runs out ,  and they dont ca tch  any fish 

t h e y  use these 'up.  Las t  year, when the ealmor. 

run was a l l  ended they had f i s h  enough from t h i s  

s p i l l e r  t o  run those canneries  2 weeks. The 

idea is t h i s ,  i n  moving the f i s h  f r o m  the n e t s  

t o  the s p i l l e r  they have t o  t a k e  then i n  the 

scows. That was the  r ay  i t  w a s  when 1 w a s  

there ;  they took them i n  the scows and then 

dumped then out again; but K i r b ; :  was arranging 

some p lan  so t h e y  could pick up the  corner o f  

the ne t  and scoop them i n t o  the s p i l l e r  It 

seems t h e y  had not cawht but few sockeyes up 

t o  th is  time, and they took a l l  those 17,000 

f i s h  t o  the canneries  a t  one time, and t h e y  

made 3 o r  4 hauls that dag, and t h i s  man claimed 

the re  was over 50,000 f i s h  taken that day. 

year the:' caught at No. 12, 20,000 f i s h  i n  one 

day. A t  Blaine 1 spoke of t h i s  imnense de- 

atruction of fish, and they were q u i t e  f r iendly ,  

L a s t  
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of couree, t o  the canneries,  and some people 

said,  what is the d i f f e rence  about the f i s h ;  

nobody ever knew they were there  before, and re 

dont use them anyhow; w h a t  is the crifference i f  

they do destroy them. And then I spoke o f  

these dog f i sh ,  and s a i d  there  was 3,000 dog 

f i s h  thrown. away a t  one t h e ,  and f r o m  each one 

o f  then they n igh t  have go t t en  a l i v e r ,  and it 

takes  about 50 to  make a ga l lon  of oil, and t h a t  

o i l  s e l l s  f o r  30 cents  a gallon. And one 

fellow s a i d ,  i t  made no d i f f e rence ;  nobody used 

the dog f i sh ,  and i f  they could catch 3,000 dog 

f i sh ,  a l l  the b e t t e r  as nobody used them. 

Q. I wonder if there  is any way of  g e t t i n g  

a t  the c a t c h  o f  f i s h  a t  Point Roberts? 

A. Well, I know they kee? a t a l l y  on the 

d i f f e r e n t  t r a y s .  M r .  Kirby g e t s  a percentage 

of the  f i s h  caught, I think, and I thin!< he is 

paid $1200 a year,  and then a percentage on the 

f i s h  cawht, o r  a percentage on the number of  

fish canned. NOW, each t r a r  as the fish a re  

caught is c red i t ed  w i t h  so many f i s h ;  t h a t  is 

with the  number o f  f i s n  taken out of it. 

is a wonderful combination, that  concern i n  S8n 

A.ancisco. There is what they cal l  the  

That 
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s a l t e r s ;  t h a t  is men who a r e  loca t ed  on f i sh ing  

r i g h t s  and they r e l y  on s a l t i n g  salmon and 

ba r re l ing  them. well ,  up in  Alaska there  was 

sone o f  these s a l t e r s  got i n  lrhwn there  and lo- 

cated on p l aces  that the A.P.A.wanted, and they 

could not g e t  r i d  o f  those men, s o  they came 

t o  the conclusion t h a t  the o n l y  w a g  t o  s e t  r i d  

o f  them was t o  s h i p  up 8,000 b a r r e l s  t o  Alaska 

and f i l l  them and e e l 1  then for $4.00 a ba r re l ,  

and t h a t  is $2.00 l e s s  than these men can s e l l  

them f o r ,  and those men have t h e i r  b a r r e l s  up 

t he re  and ever:rthing, and it  r i l l  j u s t  break 

then. I would honestly l i k e  t o  be able  t o  

just go there  and remain, and take a s m a l l  boat 

and p u l l  around those d i f f e r e n t  t r aps ,  and a f t e r  

a shor t  t h e  a man c o u l d  t e l l  the  p r i n c i p a l  

fi*, and j u s t  keep an account of the kinds o f  

f i s h  that were thrown away and t h e  kinds t h a t  

they caught, just  f o r  c a p a r i s o n .  

Q. I wonder if Yr. Goodfellow keeps t rack  

of the  th ing  enough t o  give us information? 

A. My opinion of Mr. Goodfellow, and t W  

p o s i t i o n  he has taken this l a s t  few gears, I 

thinks he k e e p s  c l o s e  track o f  a l l  t h a t  is done 
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there.  

Q. . He has a good deal o f  f e e l i n e  aga ins t  

the Company. 

A -  Oh, yes; he is very b i t t e r .  r wish 

YOU cou ld  have been ther.e and seen those fish, 

and I presume you would have f e l t  j u s t  t h e  same 

as I d i d  about i t ,  and seen the number o f  fish 

that  were c a w h t  and thrown away. 

Q. Another thing, how l o n g  do they keep 

their t r a F s  In there? What is the canning 

season a t  Point Roberts and Semiahmoo? 

A. Well, t h e y  commence w i t h  the run of 

spring salmon, and I t h i n k  they q u i t  i n  17overnber 

sometime. 

Q. mien they must can l a t e r  the humpback? 

A. Y e s ;  the humpback and the  steelhead. 

They can some steelhead an1 the  silver salmon 

a l s o .  

Q. Had tkg done so h i the r to?  I thought 

t h e y  closed ea r l i e r  here tofore? 

A. lo, they closed l a t e  last year. That 

is what I gathered from the men around the 

cannery there,  that they closed la te  l a s t  year. 

Q. The fact of the  case is YOU have one 

tremendous river here which ends a t  Cape 
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Fla t t e ry .  

A. Yes, t h a t  i s  what i t  is. 

e.  And t he  whole th ing  mst be consid2red 

a x ,  as one p iece  o f  a a t e r , t h e  Fraser  RiTrer and 

a s  the sockeye only goes up the Fraser River 

t o  spawn. 

A. Is not that queer! I noticed a t  

U t s a l a d y  that they shirpcd some sockeyes up;  

that i s  t o  S e a t t l e ,  and the o n l y  rag I cou ld  

t e l l  the sockeye f r o m  the o5her salmon was by 

the fishermen down there ,  but I was anxious .to 

l e a r n  the d i f fe rence .  You take a sockeye b y  

the t a i l  and you cannot hold him, but you can 

take any o the r  salmon and catch him r igh t  by the 

t a i l  and you can horn him between your  thumb 

and finger, but the sockeye you cannot; t h e y  

a r e  80 thick there  t h a t  t h e y  s l i d e  r i g h t  through 

your hands -- and so I got so I c o u l d  t e l l  tb 

sockeye. A fisherman rho ras working a t  the 

cannery a t  Por t  Angeles t o l d  me about it .  He 

haa been on the Sound f o r  a number o f  year., 

and he understood the salmon thoro-y, and 

Mr. Hune is IQying on that man nor. He is an 

Italian, I efiould judge, o r  a n  Austrian. 
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m e r e  w a s  none o f  those traps f in i shed  but one 

a t  Point  Roberts on July 10. The No. 12  was 

the o n l y  one that was f in i shed  then, and they 

have f in i shed  a l l  the r e s t  s ince  then. 

Q. Judge Hanford s a i d  h e  d i d  not  f e e l  he 

wa8 j u s t i f i e d  i n  prevent ing the Company f i sh ing  

on the representa t ion  they had made t h a t  the;: 

had expended so much money th i s  year, but that 

i n  case they had destroyed the  Indian f i s h i n g  

the  Indians had recourse t o  the c i v i l  courts.  

ht it is o n l y  f o r  this season, and it  was on 

t h a t  reprbsentat ion,  t h a t  the A. P. A. has ex- 

pended so much money t h i s  year; $50,000. I think? 

A. It  was $80,000. 

Q. The A. P. A. a r e  very cautious.  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  they are sure  o f  t h e i r  holdings 

there 

A. I had an idea that  t h e i r  holdings d id  

not amount t o  anything a t  a l l .  

8. They leased from Mrs. Waller, and they 

a r e  secure 88 long as she is, and the  In t e r io r  

Department has  upheld her claim. Now, if the  

War Department r a n t s  t o  r e t a i n  t h a t  as a m i l i -  

t a r y  reservnt ion  they can do so, and as  the 

holdings were obtained beforehand the d o v e r m n t  
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would have t o  p a y  her.  

A. The g r e a t  t rouble  w i t h  M r s .  Waller 

there ,  they were t r y i n g  t o  t e a r  o f f  a chunk up 

here and come down here and take  another patch,  

i n  order  t o  get  the po in t  and also t o  shut out 

Goodfellor. Then Y r .  Ooodfellow r e s i s t e d  that 

W i t h  every energy, and he ha8 held  on there  by 

the shoe s t r i n g s ,  and he is a determined old 

man, 1 think. 

&fro K i r b y  seemed t o  know j u s t  when the fish 

would come. m e n  I was t he re  the re  was a cry, 

the  sockeyes a r e  coming, and Mr. K i r b y  ea id  , 
the 6oCkeyeS rill be here i n  14  days, and I said 

how LQ do you know that, M r .  K i rby?  and he said, 

w e l l ,  a t  that time the t i de  rill be just 80 and 

80 and the moon rill be just 80 and 80.  Then, 

he says, the  run will last  about 15 days. 

This I t a l i a n  t o l d  me the number o f  years he had 

been on the  Sound, and he said he heard so much 

of this run around Poin t  Roberts, that he 

thought he would go over the re  and see if that 

man knew any more about the f i s h  than he did, 

and he told K i r b y  he would h i r e  ou t  f o r  a month, 

and found out he was a good fisherman, but he 

found he could not  learn much, 80  came away. 
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Q. You dont know whether they have had 

good catches s ince  they took t h a t  50,0004 

A. I have not heard. The only  way would  

be f o r  someone t o  be r i g h t  there,  and know. 

Nobody would ever  have known about that 50,000 

f i s h  t h e y  ca*lght un less  the man had been r i g h t  

there.  what makes m e  more sure  is t h a t  a 

r epor t e r  who was appointed t o  take testimony 

in the case before Judge Hanford had been there  

and he was t e l l i n g  me about the  number o f  f i sh  

they caught. He belongs i n  matcorn. 

(Mr. Jackl ing,  of S e a t t l e ,  w a s  f o r  a t k  

this  season engineer o f  t he  tug Stewart, which 

was engaged by the A. P. A. a t  Point Roberts 

i n  the  t ransFor ta t ion  of f i s h  t o  the cannery 

there  and a t  Semiahmoo. Har ry  K.  Struve, o f  

S e a t t l e ,  was the  cap ta in  o f  the  tw). 


